SHAC NEWSLETTER
June 2026
From the Chair

Last weekend SHAC had a stallin the foyer of the Civic Hall, as a part
of the Ballarat Antique Fair. A first for SHAC, this was very well received
by the patrons. Some visitors told us they’d come specifically to see
the SHAC art, rather than the antiques. Now there’s a bit of pulling
power!

Setting up for the Antiques Fair, bump in requires careful thought and direction.
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The next big SHAC event is our SOLSTICE event for 2026. This collaboration between
SHAC and the Ballarat writers’ group Words Out Loud happens across the Friday,
Saturday and Sunday of the winter solstice. 19th - 21st June.

Opening night is not to be missed.

All the art (based on the theme of Winter Solstice) will be on display alongside the
written word responses. Yet there is more; a selection of the written word pieces will be
read by the authors; a melding of written expression, artistic endeavour and
performance prose or poetry. Events of this nature don’t fall out of the sky. It deserves a
place in your diary.

A pop-up shop of SHAC members’ art and perhaps some published works from the
writers will also be held across the weekend.



A publication featuring all the art and writing in Solstice 2026 will be available for sale as
well.

The moment of matching and artist and writer.

Solstice 2026 will be held at the Ballarat North Bowling Club, 402 Gregory St. Soldiers
Hill.

Friday 19th. From 6:00 pm

Saturday 20th and Sunday 21st June. 10:00 am to 4:00 pm

Two workshops are being held over the weekend. A writing workshop will be held by
Melissa Watts on Sunday 21st June: link below

https://events.humanitix.com/solstice-writing-workshop-ekphrasis-in-the-gallery

A photo editing workshop will be conducted by SHAC photographer, lan Kemp. The
workshop will run on the Saturday and Sunday of the Solstice weekend, June 20 and 21.
There are more details are on the SHAC and Try Booking website.


https://events.humanitix.com/solstice-writing-workshop-ekphrasis-in-the-gallery

The sessions will run from 11.00am-4.00pm and there will be a maximum of 6 people in
the workshop to ensure that each person gets individual attention. The Saturday
sessions will explore portraiture and Sunday will involve street photography.

The workshop is aimed at beginner and intermediate level photographers and it will help
them take their images to a new level. It will guide them through the set-up of a
workflow to use Adobe Lightroom Classic and Photoshop. There will be a very practical
approach to the learning.

If you know of anyone who might be interested in participating then they should go to
www.trybooking.com/DMTFEN to make a booking and secure a place.

Cliff Adeney
Chair SHAC

Abi Robertson finding a workspace

SHAC artists sometimes need more space to undertake their work than they have in
their home and Abi Robertson has found a place that really suits her needs, the former
Sebastopol Primary School.

It is tucked away behind the Sebastopol Bowls Club, on Yarrowee St. and is now a
community centre, used by different groups. Downstairs is the Historical Society and
the Gem Club and upstairs is the Yarrowee School of Painters, run by Rosilind Lawson
on a Friday afternoon 1pm to 3:30pm.

The cost is $95 per term and there are 4 terms a year. The double room next door has life
drawing 3 days per week, Tuesday 9:30-11:30am, Thursday 6:30-8:30pm and Friday


http://www.trybooking.com/DMTFN

9:30-12:30pm. On the 1st Sunday of the month 10.00am -1.00pm they have a long
sitting session. The cost is $20 per session and you need to bring your own supplies; no
booking is needed; you just roll up.

There are no art spaces available at present but members might like to participate in the
life drawing classes.
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Solstice Magazine

During our Solstice celebrations and exhibition, we will have a magazine for sale that
contains photographs of the artwork and written prose and poetry from the ekphrastic.
Our thanks got to Kayden Mott, Jason Nahrung, Melissa Watts and the SHAC working
party for their organisation.

Outside the lines

SHAC artist, April Welfare is catching up with some old friends and having an exhibition
with them to boot.
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Wild Rose Garden. Handprint, acrylic on paper. Photos supplied by April Welfare.



All the artists at some point worked at the iconic Australian artist fashion brand: Katsui. They
are still friends and practicing artists. The exhibition will feature 2D and 3D works of art and
will be held at the Ross Creek Gallery.

Featuring:

Janine Ronaldson

April Welfare

Sarah Lloyd

Sue Quinlan Brain

Official opening event is Sunday July 5th.

The Ross Creek Gallery is becoming a wonderful gallery for Ballarat artists to show their
work. The size of the gallery suits both solo and group exhibitions and is an ideal space for
artists to begin or develop their exhibition experience. Ruby and Janine built the gallery in
2023 and it has thrived ever since. They are excellent at accommodating artists, whether
they are experienced or beginners: it is no wonder that artists seek them out to show their
work there. SHAC artists should make sure that they go to the gallery webpage and sign up
for the newsletter. https://rosscreekgallery.com.au/

Ralph Domino continues being recognised

Ralph is becoming a regular monthly contributor in our newsletter with another
competition achievement. This time he has been commended in the Australian
Photography Landscape Awards for an image he took of farmland in Lucas. There were
more than 2300 entries in the competition so to get to this level is no small thing.
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Opporunitie‘s and Events

Outside the lines

Saturday 4 July 2026 - Sunday 26 July 2026
Ross Creek Gallery183 Post Office Rd
Smythes Creek VIC 3357Australia (map)


https://rosscreekgallery.com.au/
http://maps.google.com/?q=183%20Post%20Office%20Rd%20Smythes%20Creek%20VIC%203357%20Australia

fortyfivedownstairs — Emerging Artist Award

A selection of finalists will be exhibited across the two gallery spaces at 45 Flinders
Lane. A special guest judge will award a $3,000 prize pool to the two submissions that
best align with the award criteria, and visitors will also have the chance to vote in the
People's Choice Award.

The entry fee is $30 per artwork. Entry fees are non-refundable. Free entry for First
Nations people.

All shortlisted artworks must be available for sale. A commission of 20% will be retained
by fortyfivedownstairs on all sales.

The key dates are:

Submission deadline: 12 June 2026, 5pm

Notification of finalists: 26 June 2026

Artwork delivery: 11 July 2026, 12pm to 4pm

Exhibition dates: 14 to 24 July 2026

Collection of unsold works: 25 July 2026, 12pm to 4pm

Go to https://grantguru.com/au/grant/fortyfivedownstairs-emerging-artist-award for
more information

Why apply: It gives you exposure to a Melbourne audience; you can make sales; the
prize money.

Infuse Art Prize

The Infuse Art Prize 2026 will be held at the Ross Creek Gallery in August 2026. This
exhibition offers you an exciting opportunity to step out of your artistic comfort-zone
and work with a fellow artist creating an interesting collaborative artwork! To infuse your
ideas and inspire each other and your community with your creative skills.

The purpose of the Infuse Art Prize is to foster collaboration among artists, facilitating
the exchange of skills and knowledge and to build a resilient and interconnected art

community that sparks meaningful conversations within the artistic sphere.

Works must be under 70cm x 70cm. All mediums are accepted. $40 entry. Submissions
by June 14, 2026; successful entrants notified on July 13; exhibition dates August 1-30.

For more details go to: https://grantguru.com/au/grant/infuse-art-prize

Why enter? To collaborate with another artist. There will be a $3,000 cash prize plus
vouchers to local Ballarat Businesses for the winning collaborative artwork.

The Mono Awards

The Mono Awards is open to photographers around the world. The best 90 entries will be
published in a special Mono Awards edition of Australian Photography magazine in


https://grantguru.com/au/grant/fortyfivedownstairs-emerging-artist-award
https://grantguru.com/au/grant/infuse-art-prize

September 2026. Winners and Runners-Up will also be announced

at australianphotography.com, capturemag.com.au and themonoawards.com.au.
You can also see the best entries from past editions of The Mono Awards here.
Standard entry pricing ends Sunday 3 May 2026.

Entries close Sunday 7 June 2026.

Why enter? There is a prize pool worth $12,500, including $10,500 cash and three
Synology BeeStation NAS units valued at $789 each. International recognition and a chance
to see how your images stack up relative to other photographers. You can download other
people’s entries and get ideas for your own work.

Creative Ballarat

This July, Creative Ballarat presents HIDDEN — a three-day micro festival of inflatable
art that transforms Civic Hall into a dreamlike landscape.

Six local artists unveil large-scale inflatable works that invite you to wander, touch,
listen and play. Guided by mentor Dr David Cross and brought to life by

producers Mikael Abromowitch and Justin Weyers, HIDDEN is an immersive experience
where the environment shifts and unfolds around you.

Soft forms rise and fall. Light filters through colour. Moments of surprise emerge as you
move through the space.

Featuring installations by Jay Kulbardi, Annelise Belladonna, Ben Pennell, Tom

Bell, Kathy Holowko and Meaghan Shelton, this sensory experience celebrates curiosity,
creativity and play.

Why go? Because it will expand your vision of art and you will be supporting the work of
local artists and Creative Ballarat.

HIDDEN
BY CREATIVE BALLARAT
10-12 JULY 2026

For a more exhaustive list of opportunities, grants and funding, please go to:
www.creativeballarat.com.au/opportunities SHAC members should sign up to receive
the Creative Ballarat newsletter and get to see all the opportunities that they promote.
You can sign up at the bottom of their webpage.

Creative Catch Up

Hey, why not make June 19 a grand day by attending the next Creative Catch Up as
well as Solstice in the evening? You will hear the latest updates from the Creative City
and Art Gallery of Ballarat teams, as well as fellow creatives about new projects, events
and call outs. Light refreshments provided.

Date: Friday 19 June 2026

Time: 10.30am to 12.00pm

Where: The Gallery Studio, Art Gallery of Ballarat, entry via Alfred Deakin Place
Cost: Free



https://www.australianphotography.com/
https://www.capturemag.com.au/
https://www.themonoawards.com.au/
https://www.themonoawards.com.au/page/winners-gallery
https://hermaj.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6066eded24ff5331a71707844&id=fa5d829964&e=a61f731c0b
http://www.creativeballarat.com.au/opportunities

Patagoniain 2027 anyone?

| can personally recommend this tour; | went on it earlier this year. Paste this link into your
search engine and discover what you will see.

https://www.silvi.com.au/events/patagonia2027
(PS. I get no benefit from advertising this tour other than giving a personal
recommendation).

After the Gold Rush: Landscape Photography in

Victoria

Where: XYZ Gallery, Docklands

When: Now until June 21

John Gollings, David Tatnall, Shane Booth, Aldona Kmiec, lan Kemp, Indya Connley,
David Rosendale, Jackson Low, Garrie Maguire.

Landscape is one of the foundational genres of photography. XYZ Photo Gallery
presents a contemporary survey of work being done in and of the Victorian bush. We
bring together ten photographers whose relationship with landscape varies as do their
photographic processes. Not only is this an exhibition of different but equally beautiful
images, the prints span a range of the media, from 19th century processes, cyanotype
and photogravure, though 20th century, like silver gelatin and lithographic printing to the
current giclée printing. The work also comes from different perspectives, some to
capture beauty, others to question our relationship with natural, to show extremes and
our relationship with land.

Why go? To see different interpretations of Victorian landscape and because two SHAC

artists have work in the exhibition and to see if you are interested in exhibiting here. It is
a small space butitis in Melbourne and the owner is well connected.

Next meeting: Sunday, June 7 at 5.00pm at the Ballarat North Bowling Club.
Editor: lan Kemp.

For the July Newsletter send your news stories to Pru McAlpin at
prumcalpin@gmail.com.


https://www.silvi.com.au/events/patagonia2027

