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Soldiers Hill artistic

community

: SUBUHB DF CFIEATNES Artist Susan Nethercote has;omed the growing Soliders Hill
| Artist Collective, which is staging another exhibition this month. Picture: Kate Healy

ARTS AND CULTURE
¥ AMBER WILSON
THE leafy, historic suburb of
Soldiers Hill is fast becoming
the place to be forartists,

with the Soldiers Hill Art-
ist Collective (SHAC) grow-
ing bigger by the week, Sol-
diers Hill may soon become
for artists what Castlemaine
is forauthors.

Following SHAC's huge-
ly successful Art Walk in
May, which coincided
with the Ballarat Heritage
Weekend, the group has
not only grown, but started
implementing a strategy of
promoting and exhibiting its
members’ work.

This weekend, the group is
opening its latest exhibition,
Picture This; at the Fairbanks
Eye Gallery.

Artist Susan Nethercote
said. the exhibition re-
flected the diversity of the
group itself.

- ~i:asculpﬁmg w bas—
ket weavmg, she said.
Nethercote herself joined
the group after seeing May's
Art Walk, which encouraged
visitors to stroll through the
suburb' and visit various

- open studios and galleries.

“We're up to 50 artists
within Soldiers Hill alone
and here's growing involve-

=8 ment. I think we're planning

on more group exhibitions in
2017 and also doing the Art
Walk again

Nethercote said connect-
ing artists within the one
location was a powerful tool
for connecting and engaging.

“It’s in real time. I think
a lot of artists now are very
involved in social media
and there's a bit of an arm’s
length connection with our
audience, so to have that real
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[ think a lot of
artists now are
very involved in
social media and
there's a bit of
an arm'’s length
connection with
our audience,

so to have

that real time
connection...1s
just lovely.

SHAC member Susan
Methercote

fime connection between
artists in our community is
just lovely," she said.

“It keeps it very real and it
builds greater attendance o
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than the art itself, it bnngs
together families within the
community.”

She said the group had
found a firm home at the
Ballarat North Bowling Club.

“The focus at the bowling
club is the perfect meeting
place in that way - it reflects
that lovely social aspect of
the group and where our fo-
cus is at, which is about con-
nection and shared passion
for art and being communi-
ty-based."

Picture This will be offi-
cially launched at Fairbanks,
917 Sturt Street, this Saturday
from 6pm.

All welcome, with the
exhibition running until De-
cember 10.

For more information
about SHAC, wvisit www.
shacballarat.com.au




